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An essential quality of the Primary section is its endeavour to develop its own policy 
towards each subject involving the whole department whilst listening and empathising 
with the views of pupils, parents, staff and School. This should result in raising and 
maintaining high standards from pupils. 
�
 “The first school is at the mother’s knee”, indicating the heavy responsibility parents and 
the home environment have for the education of young children.”(AMS) Individual 
success depends on the partnership between the school and home. Both have “…a 
responsibility for and an interest in the development of children educationally, socially, 
phsically, spiritually and morally… No matter how much good teaching is carried out in 
school, if the home and its environment is not supportive, much of the good work will be 
wasted.”(AMS) 
�
The Cambridge Primary Review (2010) also verifies ‘…the importance of mothers’ 
qualifications and of the home learning environment….that the quality and effectiveness 
of the pre-school remained significant predictors of attainment and social/behavioural 
outcomes right through primary school. Children gained most from attending high quality 
settings, employing trained teachers, but the influence of home continued to be stronger.’ 
(Children, their World, their Education, p.163) 
 
 
The teacher-student-parent partnership is crucial for the successful development of 
the child. Each has a responsibility and role to play to maximise learning and 
character development. 
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The Primary section believes that the teaching of each subject is, in summary, to provide: 
 
I For Teachers    

 
�  The opportunity to improve and enhance their existing skills in all areas of 

each academic subject by reviewing their previous year’s performance and 
taking into consideration the changing needs of the job. Thus teachers need to 
be aware of developments (including ICT) in order to facilitate a variety of 
teaching methods. 

 
�  To ensure an effective learning style is in place. 

 
 
II For Pupils  
 

�  To enjoy each subject. 
 
�  To progress to the level of their ability. 

 
�  To become acquainted with the concepts and processes involved. 

 
�  To develop their oral , written and practical skills by communicating in a clear 

and coherent manner. 
 

�  To recognise when, why and how a situation can be presented. 
 

�  To achieve a level of confidence and competence in each subject. 
 

�  To apply their acquired knowledge to everyday situations and develop an 
understanding of the part which each discipline plays in the world around them 
especially in realtion to the Islamic faith. 

 
�  To develop a sense of responsibilty towards each subject. Pupils should learn 

how to work both independently and as part of a team. 
 
 
III For Parents  
 

�  A record of achievement. 
 
�  Satisfaction that every child is treated with care and taught in a safe and friendly 

environment. 
 

�  Acknowledgement that the School respects an individual’s beliefs. 
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The Cambridge Primary curriculum is followed and integrated with the Ministry of 
Education requirements to teach  
Arabic Language, Islamic History, and Social Studies. The School also offers a Quran  
programme. The School prides itself with an integrated approach taking into  
consideration the needs and sensitivities of pupils and parents in this region of the world. 
 
The staff teaching are knowledgeable of instructional strategies that enhance learning and 
achievement for students with language variations and dialectical differences. 
 
A balanced approach to literacy is maintained to provide children with a multitude of 
challenging and interesting experiences with literacy in a supportive environment. The 
children are regularly exposed to quality literature that is reflective of a variety of racial, 
ethnic, gender and language backgrounds for planned and spontaneous instruction. 
 
Educational Field Trips are an integral part of the primary section. Trips are arranged 
throughout the school year. This enables the students to learn more about the practical 
aspects of life in and around the society in which they live. 
 
 
 
Cambridge Primary curriculum   
 
The Cambridge Primary curriculum is followed for English, mathematics and science for 
Grades one to six. This curriculum is designed to cater for the needs of students and 
teachers in the international context.  
 
Cambridge Primary consists of three main curriculum frameworks: 
 

1. Primary English Curriculum Framework  
 
This curriculum framework is divided into five strands: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The English Curriculum Framework is organised into six stages ( 1 to 6): each stage 
reflects the teaching targets for a year group in the primary phase. The University of 

2. Reading  & 
Comprehension 

 
 

 
1. Phonics, Spelling & 

Vocabulary 
 
 

4. Writing 
 
 

5. Speaking & 
Listening 

 
 

 
3. Grammar & 
Punctuation 
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Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) produces the Cambridge Primary 
Checkpoints in English, Mathematics and Science in Grade 6. The exam is marked by 
Cambridge examiners and statements of achievement are issued to students. 
 
Cambridge Primary Progression Tests are available for Stages 3-6 (for English, maths 
and science) to help monitor student progress. The tests are designed to provide 
information for teachers, students and parents about the progress being made and the 
strengths and weaknesses of individuals and groups. 
 

2. Primary Science Curriculum Framework 
 
The science framework is divided into four strands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Primary Mathematics Curriculum Framework  
 
The curriculum framework is divided into five strands:. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Biology 
Life Processes 
 
Humans 
 
Plants 
 
Ecosystems 
 
 

 
Scientific Enquiry 

Ideas and evidence in science 
 
Planning experimental work 
 
Obtaining and presenting evidence 
 
Considering evidence and evaluating 
 

Chemistry 
Materials 
 
States of Matter 
 
Changes 
 
 
 
 

Physics 
Light 
 
Sound 
 
Electricity & 
Magnetism 
 
Forces & Motion 
 
The Earth & 
Beyond 
 
 

5. Problem Solving 
Using techniques and skills in 
solving mathematical 
problems 
 
Using understanding and 
strategies in solving problems 
 
 

 

 
1. Number 

Numbers and the number system 
 
Calculations 
 
Mental Strategies 
 
 

2. Geometry 
Shapes and Geometric Reasoning 
 
Position and Movement 

 

4. Handling Data 
 

Organising, categorising 
and representing data 
 
Probability 
 
 

 

3. Measures 
Length 
 
Mass 
 
Capacity 
 
Time 
 
Area & Perimeter 
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English 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Modelled Reading 
 

The Treasures program allows teachers to read, show, 
demonstrate, explain, instruct and interpret student  
responses. Students are given the opportunity to listen,  
engage and share ideas. 
 
Teachers demonstrate the reading strategy by sharing the 
 reading process with students. Teacher modelling of fluent reading should include 
explicit instruction in such things as reading with accuracy, using an appropriate pace, 
dividing the text into meaningful phrases, attending to punctuate and reading with 
expression.  
 

2. Guided Reading 
 
This involves a teacher working with one or a small group of  
students to read and learn about text. In this reading, teachers  
act as support by propmting, guiding, observing and by making  
inferences about further reading through formative assessment. 
 
Portfolios are to be kept for Grades 1-6. Reading books are to be  
sent home weekly/ bi-weekly with each child to read to their parents 
but two levels below their assessed level of instruction. The purpose  
of this is for parents to see how well they can read. 
 

3. Independent Reading 
 
In this reading, students can select their own reading.  This involves a child  
taking a book from the Library. 

Reading 

The department places a strong emphasis on reading. The department uses the Treasures reading 
programme as the main instructional text. The programme also includes grammar, spellling, vocabulary, 
writing and comprehension. Practice books allow for differentiation. 
 
 
Reading involves three kinds: 
 

1. Modelled Reading (Treasures Program) 
2. Guided Reading (PM Series, Eiman Series Oxford Series and Project X, Treasures) 
3. Independent  Reading (Library) 
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 Pupils are expected to be able to understand and analysis what they read. They need to 
be able to analysis: 
 

�  The storyline-  Is it humorous, sad? etc
�  Main details of a story
�  Sequence of events.
�  An analysis of characters
�  What the story is about
�  The setting- When, Where?
�  How the story works out
�  Illustrations 
�  Predictions- How the story begins, develops and ends.
�  How the writer maintains the interest of the reader throughout the story.
�  Answer questions in complete sentences

in a full stop.  
�  Scan through texts to find answers.

 
 
 
Children are taught to examine the differences and similarities between letters. Pupils 
need to be made aware of how to sit and hold a pencil properly.  The diagram below 
shows the different pencil holding positions for left and right handed children.
 
                                                                                
                                                                                
                                                                                
 
 
The handwriting script shown 
 
 
 

Writing consists of journal writing and structured writing. The Treasures program teaches the structured 
writing where the process of writing  styles and techniques are developed. Cambridge Primary focus on 
the assessment of structured writing.
 

Journal writing can be thought of as ‘Free Writing;’ the goal is to get the students to focus on producing 
lengthier pieces and being creative with trying new techniques. 
 

Writing from the Treasures textbook is explicitl
each piece of writing. Six genres are taught in Treasures:
 

Personal & Fictional Narrative 
Persuasive*  

 

Story Analysis/ Comprehension

Handwriting 
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Pupils are expected to be able to understand and analysis what they read. They need to 

Is it humorous, sad? etc 
Main details of a story 
Sequence of events. 
An analysis of characters 
What the story is about 

When, Where? 
How the story works out 

How the story begins, develops and ends. 
How the writer maintains the interest of the reader throughout the story.
Answer questions in complete sentences- starting with a capital letter and 

Scan through texts to find answers. 

Children are taught to examine the differences and similarities between letters. Pupils 
need to be made aware of how to sit and hold a pencil properly.  The diagram below 

he different pencil holding positions for left and right handed children.

                                                                                For Higher Primary, 
                                                                                encouraged to use joined
                                                                                handwriting in all writing. 

The handwriting script shown is taught in grades one to four.  

Writing 

Writing consists of journal writing and structured writing. The Treasures program teaches the structured 
writing where the process of writing  styles and techniques are developed. Cambridge Primary focus on 

assessment of structured writing. 

Journal writing can be thought of as ‘Free Writing;’ the goal is to get the students to focus on producing 
lengthier pieces and being creative with trying new techniques.  

Writing from the Treasures textbook is explicitly taught and graded using the rubric they provide with 
each piece of writing. Six genres are taught in Treasures: 

 Explanatory*  
Expository

Descriptive Writing that compares

Story Analysis/ Comprehension 
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Pupils are expected to be able to understand and analysis what they read. They need to 

How the writer maintains the interest of the reader throughout the story. 
starting with a capital letter and ending 

Children are taught to examine the differences and similarities between letters. Pupils 
need to be made aware of how to sit and hold a pencil properly.  The diagram below 

he different pencil holding positions for left and right handed children. 

For Higher Primary, students are  
to use joined-up  

handwriting in all writing.  

Writing consists of journal writing and structured writing. The Treasures program teaches the structured 
writing where the process of writing  styles and techniques are developed. Cambridge Primary focus on 

Journal writing can be thought of as ‘Free Writing;’ the goal is to get the students to focus on producing 

y taught and graded using the rubric they provide with 

Expository*  

Writing that compares 
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Each unit comprises a theme, differentiated instruction, group work (literacy 
workstations/activities) and individual work. The program also provides cross curricular 
links to social studies and science. Each main selection starts with “Talk About It” to 
develop vocabulary and oral skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
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The history of Mathematics has shown the importance of the position of this subject. In 
the past, Muslims were  major contributors to Mathematics. In more recent times research 
has shifted towards the West. This discipline has produced many famous and eminent 
mathematicians, such as Al-Khawarizmi, Banu Musa Brothers and  Al Kindi. Those who 
have helped to advance many fields within this discipline deserve to be recognised and 
acknowledged within the classroom at the appropriate level. Teachers can find useful 
information at the following websites: www.1001inventions.com   and 
www.MuslimHeritage.com  
 
Islamisation, in maths,  may take the form of a story, reference to previous 
mathematicians, connecting the learning to verses of the Quran or sayings of the prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh). Historical  and current settings can help pupils to appreciate and 
increase their awareness of the topic under study. For example, the surface area of the 
Kaba could be investigated by sixth grade students. 
 
 
Abacus Evolve is taught throughout the Primary grades. It allows for differentiation. The 
Challenge Book caters for the high achievers and is linked to the work in the main text. 

 
 

The Treasures program covers the Cambridge objectives and requirements with respect to 
phonics,spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation.  Below is a summary of the main skills taught. 

 
Phonics & Spelling & 

Vocabulary 
 

Vowels 
Consonant blends 
Words with silent letters 
Hard and soft letters 
Inflectional endings 
Compound Words 
Synonyms/Homonyms/homophones 
Prefixes and Suffixes 
Syllables 
Context clues 

 

Grammar &  
Punctuation 

 

Sentences 
Nouns and Pronouns 
Verbs and Adverbs 
Adjectives 
Subject & Predicate 
Contractions 
Conjunctions 
Prepositions 
. ? ! , “” : ‘ - ; 
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Mental maths, and homework books as well as activities are an integral part of the 
teaching. The Teacher planners make teaching easier. Each year, classes participate in 
World Maths Day and internally in a Mathematics Challenge. 
 
Investigations/ Problem Solving 
 
Initially, investigations are structured to allow pupils to gradually develop the skills 
needed for open-ended problem solving. Problem solving is taught through mental maths, 
investigations and www.mymaths.co.uk  
 
Investigations help children to think of visual problems in a different way and encourage 
group work. They develop the skills of: 
 
Posing the question    Collecting  data             Analysing  & Interpreting data  

 
 
 

 
 
Young learners learn best when things have a reality that they can touch, feel and hold. 
Science allows students to work together, cooperate with each other, listen to the ideas of 
others and offer suggestions of their own. They have to develop strategies, experiment 
and try out ideas, and apply fair tests.. Pupils are encouraged to use correct scientific 
terms to describe their work. They should learn to present information and results in 
different ways: orally, in writing, through drawings, diagrams, tables and charts. 
 
Learning and Retention 
 
The Learning Pyramid below shows us that he greatest methods of learning retention are 
at the base of the pyramid. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Passive 
Teaching 
Methods 
 
 
Active 
Teaching 
Methods 
 

 

 
Science 
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Teaching others is in line with the saying of the prophet (pbuh) “The best amongst 
you are those who learn the Quran and teach it” (Bukhari) 
The companions of the prophet (pbuh) would practice what they had learnt and teach 
others. 
 
Active Learning 

This involves students directly and actively in the learning process itself. This involves 
engaging students in doing something besides lecturing and taking notes to help them 
learn and apply. Students may be involved in talking and listening to one another, or 
writing, reading and reflecting individually.  

Collabrative learning involves group discussion and team work but is only effective if all 
members of the group are involved. 
 

The benefits of active learning are improvements in: 

1) student-teacher  interaction,  
2) student-student interaction,  
3) academic achievement (i.e., grades),  
4) communication skills,  
5) higher-level thinking skills,  
6) teamwork,  
7) attitude towards the subject and motivation to learn.  

Harcourt science enriches the Cambridge Primary curriculum and provides a basis to 
include PSHE (Health) and aspects of physical geography. The curriculum provides 
many opportunities for students to develop and maintain the essential skills that form the 
basis for scientific enquiry.  

Reading is reinforced in the science curriculum. 
The six reading skills taught in science are: 
 
Thus the cross curriculum links between English 
 and science exist in terms of skill development.  
 
 
 
 
Students and teachers have the advantage  
of using the eBook by clicking onto: 
  
 
 
 
 
 

��������������	

�

 

Reading Skills  

Identify Main Idea and Details 
Compare and Contrast 
Cause and Effect 
Sequence 
Draw Conclusions 
Summarise 

https://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/ePC/start.do?orgID=88150060  
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PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic) Education 
 
A PSHE is being introduced and  developed within the current structure. Some cross 
curricular links will exist in English (social aspect) and some in science (the health 
aspect) . The PSHE program will be part of the need to provide the background 
knowledge and skills required to develop a balanced lifestyle and to carry that healthy 
lifestyle through to adulthood. It will explore physical, emotional and social aspects of 
health issues. 
 
 

 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT/ IT) 

 
IWB’s have been introduced across the primary phase this year. Computer studies  is 
taught by the ICT teacher once a week which involves knowing the parts of a computer, 
paint application, basic windows applications and Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point, 
LOGO and Databases. 
 
 
��������	
����
��� 	
	
Students participate in PE twice a week. For Grade 3 to 6,  one lesson is taken for 
swimming.   
 
 
��
�	
�
��	����������	��
���
��� 	
 
Pupils in Lower Primary have art integrated into the main subjects. Students in the past 
have learnt about pottery, basket weaving, cooking and origami and role play. Grades 4-6 
learn about the primary and secondary colours, fabric painting, glass modelling etc	
	
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arabic Language 

The Arabic Curriculum aims at helping students to acquire and develop the following areas of learning:  
 
 
�  Communication skills of classical Arabic language in reading,  writing, speaking and listening; 
�  Understand the patterns and meaning of written, audible, readable and spoken  linguistic communication; 
�  Writing compositions with richer vocabulary; 
�  Identify some patterns and grammatical features  of composition  such as: 
  demonstrative pronouns, relative pronouns, gender, singular, dual, plural,  interrogation. 
�  Recognize relationships between words and sentences;   
�  Acquire knowledge, information and general education  
�  Respect the Arabic language as it is the language that has been chosen by Allah to carry out the message  
  of Islam; 
�  Enjoy reading as a means to remain connected with the world at large. 
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The Arabic Curriculum, from the Ministry of Education, includes three core subjects: 
Arabic language, Islamic Studies and National Education/ Social Studies. The school 
offers a special Qur’an programme at three levels of learning across the school.  
 
Arabic Reading Programme 
 
The reading program concentrates on spelling, pronunciation, text and word meanings, 
composition, comprehension skills and rich vocabularies. 
 
The Lower Primary stage has implemented a ‘Read, Understand and Practice.’ Program 
to enhance students reading, love of the Arabic language, fluency and comprehension.. 
This involves parents involvement and commitment through regular listening of reading 
texts. 
 
The Holy Qur’an Programme 
 
The Qur’an programme in the Lower Primary is divided into three levels: 
 
ASL, Normal and the Advanced levels. 
 
The advanced level students are selected due to their ability to memorise and revise a 
greater volume of verses. The programme is based on individual needs. This programme 
expects students to memorise the whole Quran if possible. 
 
The normal programme is where the majority of students are placed. They are to 
memorise and revise  the Quran  at a steady pace. 
The ASL (Arabic as a Second Language) is designed for students who need help with 
pronouncing and correcting their recitation and articulation (tajweed). Students are also 
expected to memorise verses in this group. 
 
 

In summary: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students are also encouraged to enter  in the yearly Quran competetion. 

ASL 
 
Memorisation 
and correct 
Tajweed 
 
Smaller portions of 
the Quran 
memorised. 
 
 

 
Normal Quran Program 

The amount learned is fixed: 
 
Grade 1: from Surah Al Al-Alaq to Surah An-Naba; 
 
Grade 2: from Surah Al Al-Mutaffifin to the end of 
Surah Al-Ins� n; 
 
Grade 3: from Surah Al-Ins� n to the end of Surah Al-
H� qqah. 
 
 

Advanced Group 
Fast track 
program. 

 
Students expected 
to memorise at 
least 5 lines in  Lo 
 
 
 
 
 



A happy child is a successful child. A happy teacher will uplift the child to his success. 15

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For those who opt out of National Education studies, the school provides extra Islamic 
Studies classes in English.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
Character Education 
 
The Arabic department takes a deep commitment to instilling good character to all 
students as part of the foundation of this school and as a basis of the Islamic faith. There 
are universally important ethical values such as respect, patience, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, courage, self-control, keeping promises and honesty. Pupils are taught that they 
must know that Allah is aware of everything they do, regardless of the presence or 
absence of a supervising adult.  

National Education (Citizenship) 

The National Education Curriculum is compulsory for all UAE nationals. It is optional for not native 
speakers of Arabic.The key objectives of this program are to:  
 
�  Recognize the importance of the Government and distinguish between the different roles of the political  
  governmental institutions in the country;  
�  Learn systems, laws and rules at home, school and community level; 
�  Know their own rights and duties and adhere to human rights in general;  
�  Contribute  to a clean  environment;  
�  Respect one’s self and the surrounding community and accept different points of  view; 
�  Demonstrate the national wealth in the UAE, the economic components, and the importance of saving 
   money and safeguarding personal and public property;  
�  Recognise relations between the UAE and other countries and international organizations. 
 
 

Islamic Studies  

The Ministry Islamic Studies program is designed to link values and ethics to Islam through themes.The 
program aims to instil in students::  
 
�  the importance of the Quran and Hadith as a source of knowledge and the basis of sharia; 
�  the value of worship: prayer, charity, Hajj, fasting in Ramadan; 
�  moral values and duties towards others: kindness to parents, relations, neighbours and Allah’s creatures; 
�  critical thinking; 
�  a deep love of the prophet Muhammad (pbuh) by studying his biography; 
�  a familiarisation of famous Islamic personalities in the Islamic era; 
�  a deep love of Allah and a belief in Paradise and Hell, Day of Judgement, Angels, Books and all prophets. 
�  a sense of belonging to the Islamic faith; 
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Character means living by 
them and acting upon them. For Muslims, this is critical. At ISCS, the Qur’an and Sunnah 
are used to help pupils develop stable Islamic characters. Regular assemblies are held to 
commemorate pupils’ attainment of  Islamic character traits that demonstrate ‘they are 
trying to please Allah’ e.g. kindness to parents.
 
Pupils learn the following principles:
 

1. Your character, as a Muslim child, is defined by what you do, not what you 
say or  believe.

 
2. Every choice you make helps define the kind of Muslim you are trying to be.

 
3. Good character requires the right decision to be made, followed by the correct 

action even if it seen to be risky.
 

4. You don’t have to take the worst behaviour of others as a standard f
yourself. You can choose to do better than that.

 
5. The payoff for a good character is that it makes you a better person and it 

makes the world a better place to live in.
. 
 

���������
 	
 
The Primary section would like to maintain a balance between formative and summative 
asssessment. Summative assessment is characterized 
involves teacher assessment as many areas of learning.
 
Classroom formative assessments 
instruction based on student performance, while summative assessment occurs at the end 
of a learning unit and determines if the content being taught was retained.
 
Students benefit from such assessmen
responsibilty for their own learning as they grow. They learn valuable life skills such as 
self-evaluation and self-assessment.
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Character means living by important core values – understanding them, caring about 
them and acting upon them. For Muslims, this is critical. At ISCS, the Qur’an and Sunnah 
are used to help pupils develop stable Islamic characters. Regular assemblies are held to 

attainment of  Islamic character traits that demonstrate ‘they are 
trying to please Allah’ e.g. kindness to parents. 

Pupils learn the following principles: 

Your character, as a Muslim child, is defined by what you do, not what you 
say or  believe. 

choice you make helps define the kind of Muslim you are trying to be.

Good character requires the right decision to be made, followed by the correct 
action even if it seen to be risky. 

You don’t have to take the worst behaviour of others as a standard f
yourself. You can choose to do better than that. 

The payoff for a good character is that it makes you a better person and it 
makes the world a better place to live in. 

The Primary section would like to maintain a balance between formative and summative 
Summative assessment is characterized by a test. Formative 

involves teacher assessment as many areas of learning. 

Classroom formative assessments allow teachers to make decisions and monitor their 
instruction based on student performance, while summative assessment occurs at the end 
of a learning unit and determines if the content being taught was retained.

Students benefit from such assessment as they can become more motivated if they take 
responsibilty for their own learning as they grow. They learn valuable life skills such as 

assessment. 
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understanding them, caring about 
them and acting upon them. For Muslims, this is critical. At ISCS, the Qur’an and Sunnah 
are used to help pupils develop stable Islamic characters. Regular assemblies are held to 

attainment of  Islamic character traits that demonstrate ‘they are 

Your character, as a Muslim child, is defined by what you do, not what you 

choice you make helps define the kind of Muslim you are trying to be. 

Good character requires the right decision to be made, followed by the correct 

You don’t have to take the worst behaviour of others as a standard for 

The payoff for a good character is that it makes you a better person and it 

The Primary section would like to maintain a balance between formative and summative 
ormative assessment 

allow teachers to make decisions and monitor their 
instruction based on student performance, while summative assessment occurs at the end 
of a learning unit and determines if the content being taught was retained. 

t as they can become more motivated if they take 
responsibilty for their own learning as they grow. They learn valuable life skills such as 
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Assessment in UAE Ministry of Education Subjects 
 
Formal assessments  are applied from Grade Six upwards. For Grades One to Five, 
assessment is based on continuous internal teacher assessments. Students’ academic 
levels are determined by monitoring their classwork. 
 
 
Assessment in UAE Ministry of Education Subjects 
 
Formal assessments  are applied from Grade Six upwards. For Grades One to Five, 
assessment is based on continuous internal teacher assessments. Students’ academic 
levels are determined by monitoring their classwork.  

	
Assessment in English 
 

The following table indicates the breakdown of marks at each grade level. 
        
 Teacher 

Assessment 
Reading Spelling Writing 

 
SOLOM* H/W Written Tests 

(Grammar 
Comprehension) 

Grade 1 
 

30% 20% 10% 10%* 5% 5% 20% 

Grade 2 
 

15% 20% 10% 15% 5% 5% 30% 

Grade 3 
 

15% 15% 10% 20% 5% 5% 30% 

Grade 4 
 

15% 10% 10% 25% 5% 5% 30% 

Grade 5 
 

15% 10% 10% 25% 5% 5% 30% 

Grade 6 
 

15% 10% 5% 15% + 
10%  

5% 10% 30% 

SOLOM*   see  http://www.cal.org/twi/EvalToolkit/appendix/solom.pdf  
 
Assessment in Maths 
 

The table below shows the break up of marks (currently under review). 

Assessment in Science 

 G1 G2 G3 G4-G6 
 

End of Unit Assessments 50% 50% 50% 50% 
 

Mental Maths Tests 20% 10% 10% 10% 
 

Tr. Assessment 20% 15% 15% 5% 
 

Abacus & Cambridge 
Assessments 

---- 15% 15% 30% 
 

Homework 10% 10% 10% 5% 
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The table below shows the break up of marks. 
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Pupils at the elementary stage learn and work more fully if there is a comfortable  and 
secure learning environment. The teacher-pupil relationship is crucial to the child’s well 
being and development. 
 
Academic Characteristics 
 
In general pupils have three main learning styles: visual (seeing), auditory  (hearing),and 
kinesthetic/tactile (doing). Every child has all three of these learning styles but tends to 
naturally be more efficient in one. Teachers are expected to be aware of these differences 
and, whenever possible, incorporate these in their lesson plans. Below are some pointers 
to the different learning styles. 
 

1.  The Visual Learner  remembers best what he sees or can visualise. Suitable 
instructional  and practice methods include: 

 
�  copying from models 
�  watching and analysing visual stimuli 
�  responding to visual aids such as pictures and posters 
�  creating mental images 

 
Words that teachers can use to help visual learners focus their attention include “Watch,” 
and “Look carefully.”  
 
 

2. The Auditory Learner   thinks in terms of sound. Suitable instructional  and 
practice methods include: 

 

�  repeating what they hear  
�  describing and discussing 
�  making sound/symbol associations 
�  listening to media- e.g. stories on CD, tapes, etc. 
�  Role playing 

 

 G1-3 G4-6 
Teacher Assessment 20% 10% 

 Chapter/Unit Assessments 50% 50% 
Performance Assessment 20% 20% 

 Scientific Enquiry 10% 20% 
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3. The Kinesthetic/ Tactile Learner  is often active and has a short attention span. 
Kinesthetic/tactile learners remember best by touching, feeling and manipulating. 
Suitable instructional  and practice methods include: 

 
�  manipulating objects in various hands on activities 
�  role playing 
�  participating in active games 
�  project- based activities 

 

In a general school population approximately 40% of the students are visual learners, 
30% are auditory learners, and 30% are kinesthetic/ tactile learners. Young children, 
students–at-risk, and underachievers are almost exclusively kinesthetic/tactile 
learners. 
 

Reading Support�
 
Placement tests are given to new students. Officially the School does not have a SEN 
department. The school is selective based on faith, entrance tests and fees.   
 

As most students use English as a second language the extra help some students need is 
language support.  A Reading Support assisstant in Lower Primary assissts children in 
developing basic phonics, reading and comprehension skills. 
 
Timetabling 

 
The number of periods for each grade are listed below. Each period is 50 minutes 
duration. 

 
Subject Grades 1-3 

(periods) 
Time 

Allocation 
(TA) 

Grades 
4-6 

(periods) 

TA  

QURAN  4 200mins  4 200mins 
ARABIC  5 250mins 5 250mins 
ISLAMIC STUDIES  

3 
 

150mins 
4 200mins 

NATIONAL/ 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

1 50mins 

ENGLISH*/ PSHE 11 550mins  7 350mins 
MATHEMATICS  6 300mins  6 300mins 
SCIENCE*/ PSHE  3 150mins  4 200mins 
ICT  1 50mins  1 50mins 
PE/ SWIMMING*  2 100mins  2 100mins 
ART*  1 50mins  1 50mins 

 
 

 

Presentation of work  
 

A. PSHE is included within English and science depending on the theme. Swimming starts for Grade 3 
onwards. For Grade 1 and 2, they have extra activity. Art for Grades 1-3 includes activities. 

 
B. English in Lower Primary includes 3 periods of Guided Reading,  and 2 periods of workstations. 
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Students are encouraged to present their work neatly, whether in the form of essays, 
charts or diagrams. 
 
Homework 
 
Homework is seen as a method of aiding the improvement of pupils' standard of work. 
Caroline Sharp, in research on the effectiveness of homework for Ofsted in 2000, said 
that: ‘Evidence at the primary  level of a positive relationship between time spent on 
homework and achievement  is inconclusive.’ (p.83,Cambridge Primary Review, 2010) 
 

Research in 2001 has shown that ‘where parents are encouraging and not disparaging, 
and make their children feel successful and capable rather than useless and incompetent, 
and where they model effort and hardwork, a child will be more likely to develop a ‘can-
do’ approach.’ (p.83, ibid) 
 

For the Lower Primary, English subject homework is assigned on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. The other days are  for Arabic. Reading, and revision of the Quran is to be 
assigned as homework on a  daily basis. English and Arabic Reading is also assigned. 
The time needed to complete homework will  vary according to ability. Teachers should 
be reasonable with the amount of  homework given. Wherever possible the homework set 
should be such that the child can complete it unaided or with the minimum of help. 
 

Students should not get more than 30 minutes of homework a day for Grades 1-3 and 45 
minutes for G4-6. Reading would be an additional 15 minutes. This excludes the teaching 
of Quran as this is expected from students daily and will vary depending on the program 
the child is placed upon. 
 
School Trips 

 
Trips are planned according to the topic under study. Places to visit inlcude factories, 
musums, the Discovery Centre, Children’s City, Kidszania. 
 
 
Concerns and Complaints 
 
Parents who have concerns about any aspect of the curriculum should first contact the 
teacher then the subject coordinator. If the matter requires more attention then the issue is 
brought to the Curriculum Coordinator to investigate and resolve. 
 
 


