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International School Of Creative Science
Lower Primary Section- Academic Year 2008-09

The Curriculum

The Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3 curriculum at the International School of Creative Science is a
broad curriculum based on cross-curricular themes. It has the National Curriculum of England as
its base and incorporates the National Literacy and Numeracy strategies as well as QCA units in
Science and ICT. Links are made through the main themes to Islamic and Social Studies. The
school also follows the Ministry of Education syllabus for Arabic, Islamic Studies and Social
Studies.

The aim of the curriculum is to immerse children in a language enriched learning environment
where they will listen, speak, read and write about themes and topics that are relevant to their
everyday lives. Our students learn communication and literacy skills in English and Arabic which
are then applied in the various content areas through thematically related activities. This is aided
by applied technology, audio visuals, dramatic role play opportunities and other multi-sensory
experiences for each unit theme. Our aim is to achieve high standards in all subjects and
stimulate creative thinking skills.

The Curriculum is divided into six themes, each of six weeks duration. Some examples of our
themes are Homes, Light and Shadow, Toys, and Our Earth. At the end of each theme parents are
invited to visit the school to see examples of their children’s work and to watch special assemblies.

Curriculum Books

All the school textbooks are checked thoroughly and we are aware that some aspects contain non-
Islamic material. However, they were chosen to meet the National Curriculum objectives with the
least non-Islamic material as possible. ISCS has a strict procedure in place regarding this matter:
from KG1 to Grade 2, the teachers are amending the books. From Grade 3 onwards, this is being
done in class with guidance from the teacher.

In 2007-08, we introduced a new English curriculum in Years 1 to 6. Macmillan English was
written especially for schools in the Middle East to teach both native and non-native speakers in
the same class. There is a strong component of speaking, listening and grammar. Apart from the
textbooks and workbooks that are purchased from the school (New Heinemann for Maths, New
Star for Science, Macmillan English), the pupils have access to an extensive range of books for
the reading scheme: the International School of Creative Science uses the reading schemes of
“Literacy Land”, “Info-Trail”, “National Geographic”, “Story World” and “Rigby Star” that provide
different reading levels of fiction and non fiction literature.

The Reading Programme

Children are encouraged to read as much as possible and 15 minutes per day is given to reading
homework. They are learning to read in school through a new Phonics programme “Sounds and
Letters”. This programme consists of a short lesson everyday which helps students become
familiar with sounds used in words and how to represent them with letters.

As well as daily reading homework and a daily phonics session, students take part in guided
reading with students of the same ability. The children have more opportunity to read and talk
about the story during these lessons. Our aim at ISCS is to instill a love for reading and
confidence in their newly acquired reading skills.

Target Setting and the National Curriculum

The National Curriculum outlines children’s learning as a series of attainments that need to be
achieved in a particular order. By following the National Curriculum it is possible to work out what
a child can do and what needs to be achieved next. We aim to set targets for all children in the
Lower Primary so that they progress quickly. We also keep an individual assessment portfolio for
each pupil in which samples of assessments and records of tests are kept. This is discussed with
the parents in scheduled Parent-Teacher meetings.
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Homework

The students at ISCS spend a good part of their day working hard in school. However, homework
remains an essential part of their school life. We encourage parents to take an interest in their
child’s homework. Grade 1 students will have an average of 30 minutes of homework per day and
15 minutes of daily reading. Grade 2 students will be required to 40 minutes of homework per day
and 15 minutes of daily reading. Grade 3 students will have an average of 40 minutes of
homework per day and 15 minutes of daily reading. English subjects’ homework will be assigned
on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. Arabic subjects’ homework will be assigned on Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday.

School Timings
The school day starts at 7:00 am and ends at 2:00 pm. Students are encouraged to be punctual.
There are two break times for students during the day which include snack and play times.

Assemblies

Every morning there is a short assembly at 7:05 am to begin the day and the first teaching session
begins at 7:20 am. There is a longer assembly during theme celebration days when each class
has the opportunity to present a topic of their choice. These assemblies are also used to recognize
pupils’ special achievements, both academic and behavioural. In 2008-09, we will be introducing
more grade level assemblies in the playground and circle time activities in the classrooms.

The school also holds special assemblies on specific occasions like Eid al Fitr, theQu'ran and
Hadeeth competition and Eid al Adha.

Facilities and Resources

The Lower Primary is situated in its own purpose-built building. It has 21 classrooms as well as an
Art Room, ICT suite with 24 computers, a library, an Activity Room and a Clinic. It has 4 well-
equipped playgrounds, two of which are covered. There is also and indoor gymnasium, swimming
pool and a spacious canteen serving a healthy selection of hot and cold food.

Extra Curricular Activities

Children have the opportunity to take part in extra-curricular activities after school hours. The
school offers Sports, ICT, Environment Club, Arabic Reading, English Reading, First Aid, Arts and
Crafts, Glass Painting, Drama, Nasheed, Public Speaking Home Science and Maths Whiz. Off
campus activities, such as Horse riding, are also organized. Some clubs carry additional costs.

Prayer Times
From Grade 3, all children are expected to pray. The Adhan is performed by a selected pupil each

day and various reward incentives are used to encourage pupils to pray correctly and on time.

Field Trips

Educational field trips are part of the school programme. During field trips, the staff of the school
will monitor the children at all times to ensure the highest levels of personal safety and security.
Children have been to the Natural History Museum and Arabia Wildlife Centre, Al Noor Masijid, the
Archaeological Museum and many more locations.

Positive Behaviour Management Plan

The relationship between teacher and pupil is similar to that between child and his/her own
parents, requiring mutual respect and consideration on both sides. At ISCS, our aim is to achieve
an environment where staff, teaching and non-teaching, and children work together, each
respecting the other. The school discipline policy intends to promote and recognize the pupils’
positive behaviours of self-control, courtesy, care, self-respect, mutual respect and consideration,
in order to help create the most successful learning environment possible. Achieving this aim
critically depends on the active support and co-operation of parents.
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